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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-31 are pending 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The filing 
date for provisional application 60/508439 should be October 2, 2003. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 4 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. The use of the term "class" is not defined 
within the spec so the examiner is taking the broadest interpreted meaning to be a 
group or partner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, and 31 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being provisionally anticipated by Lillie (US 2005/0065913 
A1). 

In regard to claim 1 , Lillie discloses a method for selecting skinnable interfaces 
comprising: 

accessing user specific information upon installation of an application on a 
computing resource that is associated with a user, said user associated with said user 
specific information (Paragraph 0048 and 0073 lines 4-6: an application executing in 
connection with a microprocessor-based device and can determine configuration based 
on user role. A user role is determined by information associated with a user. It is 
inherent that the application has been installed on the microprocessor device and 
determines a users role based on information associated with a user so as to provide 
default or predetermined configuration for the GUI of the application)] 
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determining a selected user interface (Ul) skin from a plurality of Ul skins based 
on said user specific information (Paragraph 0037: profiles stored in a bank are 
available based on user information); 

and configuring said application to incorporate said selected Ul skin as a default 
Ul skin for said application (Paragraph 0051 lines 5-7: The portal invokes a 
predetermined configuration based on user role). 

In regard to claim 2, Lillie discloses determining a selected Ul skin further 
comprises: 

associating said user with a selected partner from a plurality of partners based on 
said user specific information, wherein said plurality of partners is associated with said 
plurality of skins and determining said selected Ul skin based on said selected partner 
(Paragraph 0065 lines 1-16: The system is implemented for groups (or partners) of 
users where a configuration is associated with the groups based on user information: A 
user is defined to fall within a group based on user information and once determined a 
configuration is used based on the group that a user falls within); 

In regard to claim 4, Lillie discloses 4. The method of Claim 1, wherein said 
determining a selected Ul skin further comprises: associating said user with a selected 
class from a plurality of classes based on said user specific information, wherein said 
plurality of classes is associated with said plurality of skins; and determining said 
selected Ul skin based on said selected class (Paragraph 0065 lines 1-16: The system 
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is implemented for groups (or class) of users where a configuration is associated with 
the groups based on user information: A user is defined to fall within a group based on 
user information and once determined a configuration is used based on the group that a 
user falls within)] 

In regard to claim 5, Lillie discloses the method of displaying said selected Ul 
skin as a user interface for said application when running said application (Paragraph 
0036 - 0037: System comprises a user interface which is configured based on a profile 
determined by user information). 

In regard to claim 6, Lillie discloses the method wherein said application 
comprises a local portal for accessing local resources on said computing resource and 
web based resources (Paragraphs 0055-0059). 

In regard to claim 10, Lillie discloses the method wherein said accessing user 
specific information further comprises: 

querying said user for said user specific information upon installation of said application 
(Paragraph 0084: The information is stored and is not requested during application run 
time so it is inherent that the information was supplied during installation). 

In regard to claim 1 1 , Lillie discloses the method comprising: loading only said 
selected Ul skin when installing said application onto said computing resource 
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(Paragraph 0048 lines 11-12: The portal automatically invokes a default or 
predetermined configuration). 

In regard to claim 12, Lillie discloses the method comprising: dynamically 
updating said selected Ul skin (Paragraph 17 lines 6-7). 

System claims 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, and 31 correspond generally to method 
claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, and 12, respectively, and recite similar features in System 
form, and therefore are rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7, 8, 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 19, 26, and 27 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lillie (US 2005/0065913 A1) in view of 
Saidenberg et al (US 2004/0003347 A1). 
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In regard to claim 7, Lillie discloses adding atleast one category that is 
dynamically defined based on said user specific information, wherein said category 
comprises related links to local resources on said computing resource and web based 
resource (Paragraphs 0058: As discussed above in claim 1, user information is used to 
determine configuration and what content to provide within the portal. The portal can 
contain links to local resources and web based resources). 

Lillie fails to disclose "selecting a background presentation associated with said 
Ul skin" and "adding category over said background". However, Saidenberg discloses 
applying a background dependent on determined style sheet (Paragraph 0100 and 
Figure 9: A sub entity is determined and a style sheet associated with the sub entity is 
provided including a background associated with sub entity. Figure 9 shows how the 
background can be altered based on a particular company) and adding category over 
said background (Paragraph 0062: Formatting particular to a specific sub entity code 
may include functions and interactive links in accordance with the sub entity style). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the teachings of Saidenberg to Lillie's invention because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide a background image and 
categories associated with a particular user interface in order to customize the interface 
for a particular group and also provide the ability to easily change the interface when 
used by another group so as to keep the interface configured to each separate group 
(See Saidenberg paragraph 0009). 
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In regard to claim 8, Lillie does not explicitly discloses the method wherein said 
user specific information comprises behavioral logic available on said computing 
resource, said behavioral logic associating said user to said selected Ul skin. However, 
Saidenberg discloses user specific information comprises behavioral logic available on 
said computing resource, said behavioral logic associating said user to said selected Ul 
skin (Paragraph 0028 lines 9-17, Fig 7, and Paragraph 066: a users sub entity code is 
supplied to determine the constituency to which the user belongs so as to provide the 
necessary format for the user. Fig 7 shows logic that can be applied to associate a user 
with entities and sub entities). Lillie discusses a plurality of specific user information 
and suggests that other information could be used and obtained. Therefore at the time 
of the invention it would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Saidenberg to 
Lillies's invention because onexrf ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to obtain 
user behavioral logic to associate the user with a particular business or company. 

In regard to claim 13, Lillie discloses wherein said user specific information is 
obtained during installation of an application on a computing resource (Paragraph 0084: 
The information is stored and is not requested during application run time so it is 
inherent that the information was supplied during installation), at least one category that 
is dynamically defined based on said user specific information is added wherein said 
category comprises related links to local resources on said computing resource and 
web based resources (Paragraphs 0056: As discussed above in claim 1, user 
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information is used to determine configuration and what content to provide within the 
portal. The portal can contain links to local resources and web based resources). Lillie 
fails to disclose "user specific information includes user specific behavioral logic", 
"selecting a background presentation associated with said Ul skin", and "adding 
category over said background". However, Saidenberg discloses user specific 
behavioral logic to determine a company associated with a user (Paragraph 0028 lines 
9-17, Fig 7, and Paragraph 066: a users sub entity code is supplied to determine the 
constituency to which the user belongs. Fig 7 shows logic that can be applied to 
associate a user with entities and sub entities), applying a background dependent on 
determined style sheet (Paragraph 0100 and Figure 9: A sub entity is determined and a 
style sheet associated with the sub entity is provided including a background associated 
with sub entity. Figure 9 shows how the background can be altered based on a 
particular company), and adding category over said background (Paragraph 0062: 
Formatting particular to a specific sub entity code may include functions and interactive 
links in accordance with the sub entity style) It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings 
of Saidenberg to Lillie's invention because one of ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to provide a background image associated with a particular user interface in 
order to customize the interface for a particular group and also provide the ability to 
easily change the interface when used by another group so as to keep the interface 
configured to each separate group (See Saidenberg paragraph 0009). 
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In regard to claim 14, Lillie does not explicitly discloses the partner specific user 
interface wherein said selected skin is associated with a selected partner chosen from a 
plurality of partners based on said user specific behavioral logic, and wherein said 
plurality of skins is associated with said plurality of business partners. However, 
Saidenberg discloses partner specific user interface wherein said selected skin is 
associated with a selected partner chosen from a plurality of partners based on said 
user specific behavioral logic, and wherein said plurality of skins is associated with said 
plurality of business partners (Paragraph 0028 lines 9-17, Fig 7, and Paragraph 066: a 
users sub entity code is supplied to determine the constituency to which the user 
belongs so as to provide the necessary format for the user. Fig 7 shows logic that can 
be applied to associate a user with entities and sub entities). Lillie discusses a plurality 
of specific user information and suggests that other information could be used and 
obtained. Therefore at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to combine 
the teachings of Saidenberg to Lillies's invention because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to obtain user behavioral logic to associate the user with a particular 
business or company. 

In regard to claims 1 5, Lillie fails to disclose the partner specific user interface 
wherein said user specific behavioral logic associates a user as a customer of said 
selected partner {Fig 7 and Paragraph 066: Fig 7 shows logic that can be applied to 
associate a user with entities and sub entities). Lillie discusses a plurality of specific 
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user information and suggests that other information could be used and obtained. 
Therefore at the time of the invention it would have been obvious to combine the 
teachings of Saidenberg to Lillies's invention because one of ordinary skill in the art 
would be motivated to obtain user behavioral logic to associate the user with a particular 
business or company. 

In regard to claim 1 7, Lillie fails to disclose the partner specific user interface 
wherein said category comprises an XML file for adding said category in said 
background presentation. However, Saidenberg discloses wherein said category 
comprises an XML file for adding said category in said background presentation 
(Paragraph 0100 line 1). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Saidenberg to Lillie's 
invention because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to use XML in 
order to separate style from content for a user interface. 

In regard to claim 18, Lillie discloses the partner specific user interface wherein 
said selected skin is displayed upon starting said application (Paragraph 0036 - 0037: 
System comprises a user interface which is configured based on a profile determined by 
user information). 

In regard to claim 19, Lillie discloses the partner specific user interface wherein 
said user interface application is started upon boot up of said computing resource 
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(Paragraph 0105 and Paragraph 0048 lines 3-4; The program executes by way of an 
operating system. It is obvious that the operating system would have to be started (or 
booted up) in order to start the application). 

System claims 26 and 27 corresponds generally to method claims 7 and 8, 
respectively, and recites similar features in System form, and therefore is rejected under 
the same rationale. 

Claims 3 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lillie (US 2005/0065913 A1) in view of O'Neil et al (US 7127232 B1). 

In regard to claim 3, Lillie fails to disclose providing revenue sharing from said 
selected partner. However, O'neil discloses providing revenue sharing from said 
selected partner (Column 9 line 65 - Column 10 line 23). Lillie and O'Neil are 
analogous art because they are both from the same field of endeavor of portals. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of O'Neil to Lillie's invention because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide revenue sharing based on 
a determined group. 
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System claim 22 corresponds generally to method claim 3, respectively, and 
recites similar features in System form, and therefore is rejected under the same 
rationale. 

Claims 9 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lillie (US 2005/0065913 A1 ) in view of Wong et al (US 6968364 B1 ). 

In regard to claim 9, Lillie fails to disclose the method wherein said accessing 
user specific information further comprises: accessing product registration information to 
access said user specific information. However, Wong discloses accessing product 
registration information to access said user specific information (Column 34 lines 41- 
45). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Wong to Lillie's invention because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to use the information provided by 
product registration to determine specific information related to a user. It is well known 
in the art that product registration contains ideal information for determining a user. 

System claim 28 corresponds generally to method claim 9, respectively, and 
recites similar features in System form, and therefore is rejected under the same 
rationale. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
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Claim 16 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas S. Ulrich whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1397. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 9:00 - 5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-4063. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Nicholas Ulrich 
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